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 20-61-202. Definitions.  
 

(2) "Catfish" means any species of the scientific family Ictaluridae;  

 

(3) "Catfish-like" means any species of the scientific genus Pangasius, family Claridae, or  

      family Siluridae;  

 

* Genus Pangasius, family Claridae, or family Siluridae would include fish by the common  

    names of Pangasius, Swai, Basa or Tra.  

 

20-61-304.  Rules and regulations. 
 

  The Director of the Arkansas Bureau of Standards is authorized to promulgate such rules and 

regulations as may be necessary for the efficient enforcement of this subchapter. 

 

HISTORY: Acts 1981, No. 77, § 3; A.S.A. 1947, § 82-995.3. 

 

20-61-302. Identification required.  
 

(a) A catfish or catfish-like product shall not be offered for direct retail sale for human  

      consumption by a restaurant or other eating establishment unless the catfish or  

      catfish-like product name is identified on the menu in the following manner:  

 

(1) "Farm-Raised Catfish", if the product has been specifically produced in fresh water according  

      to the usual and customary techniques of commercial aquaculture;  

 

(2) "River or Lake Catfish", if the product has been produced in any freshwater lake, river, or  

      stream of the state, but has not been produced according to the usual and customary  

      techniques of commercial aquaculture;  

 

(3) (A) "Imported", if the catfish or catfish-like product is produced from fresh water, either  

      according to the usual and customary techniques of aquaculture, in or from freshwater lakes,  

      rivers, or streams of a country other than the United States.  

 

(B) The label "Imported" shall be identified on the menu next to the fish offered for sale in a  

      similar type size and font as the fish offered for sale;  

       

      and  

 

(4) "Ocean Catfish", if the catfish product is produced from marine or estuarine waters in the  

      United States.  

 



(b) A restaurant serving a catfish or catfish-like product that is required to be labeled  

      as "Imported", upon the request of the customer, shall disclose the specific source  

      of the catfish or catfish-like product.  

 

(c) As used in this subchapter, "catfish" and "catfish-like" mean the same as defined under the  

     Arkansas Catfish Marketing Act of 1975, § 20-61-201 et seq.  

 

HISTORY: Acts 1981, No. 77, § 1; A.S.A. 1947, § 82-995.1; Acts 2003, No. 1024, § 5; 2015,4 

No. 1191, § 5.  

 

** For complete Catfish Identification Regulation, go to the Arkansas Bureau of Standards  

website: www.aad.arkansas.gov/bureau-of-standards  

Click “Laws and Regulations” on the right side of page. Then click “Fish and Seafood  

Identification” under Arkansas Annotated Code. 


